Tipplers Inn, Arney Cross, County Fermanagh.
 Francie Owens. February 2020.

Tipplers Inn was owned by Tom McCaffery (the Tippler) & Sheila McCaffery.
History.
The business was named McKevitts when the Blake family from Derrylin owned the property. The last people to manage the pub for the Blake’s were the McKevitts, Peter and Mary. The premises were built before the second world war as a family dwelling with a public house and a shop attached. A petrol pump was added on at the roadside at a later date. The original pub consisted of two rooms in the centre of the building, a bar and a dart /ring board room. There was no other entertainment supplied in the pub at the time. It was a drinking mans pub.
The shop was situated at the chapel side but did not have access to the dart room or the public bar. The dry toilets were a corrugated structure situated outside the dart room. Entrance to the bar was straight in from a small porch on the roadside. The dwelling house family kitchen was on the Arney Cross side and only the bar staff had access into this area from behind the bar. Adjoining the kitchen was a small sitting room which the new landlord, The Tippler, later turned into a chip shop. All the bedrooms were situated upstairs. There was also a wagon roofed shed in the grounds of the old premises.

Staff had ample space behind the bar and the main drinks sold were bottles of Guinness and whiskey. The money was put in a little drawer which had two small enamel bowls fitted inside. One bowl held the coins and the other held the notes. Bottled drinks were stacked on neat mahogany shelves attached to the back wall. The wooden bar counter was always well polished. Some draft beer taps were fitted to this bar counter.
New brush sweeps clean.

When Tom McCaffery took over the business in 1982, he immediately renamed it The Tipplers Inn. He also started to carry out some renovations and improvements. The little sitting room was resurrected as a chippy to replace the mobile chip van which had previously been serving fast food to the weekend customers. The entrance to the chippy was from the roadside. This was called Irene’s Chippy after the lady who operated there at the time. A temporary small outbuilding was constructed at the back of this chippy for Irene to peel her spuds and use as a storage area. 
The kitchen (now the Top Room) was integrated into the bar as a quiet area where customers, although still in the bar area, could sit behind the wall and have a private conversation.
A new hallway with shelves was installed between the chippy and the now Top Room and this served as an Off Sales. A door from the road into the Off Sales was available to members of the public who wanted to purchase alcohol without having to enter the main bar area. The door between the main bar and the old dart room was replaced with a wider arch which opened up all the bottom end of the building. Access to the revamped toilets was just off this room. Eventually the wall between the dart room and the shop was demolished and the shop became the new dart room and pool room.

Bar staff had access to all the different parts of the business from behind the counter. A television and music centre were installed and of course a proper till. A new pool table and two slot machines were installed which at the time were great for making money. The ring board was decommissioned.
A good heating system, new seating, and new bar furniture were installed which made drinking in the Tipplers Inn more comfortable for all types of customers. The outside of the building got a lick of paint, the old shed was demolished to make way for more car parking, and a good perimeter wooden fence erected which enhanced the look of this revamped Licensed Premises.

Entertainment.
Regular drinkers were very likely to get a free drink “blown” to them by the new owner who was always very appreciative of the custom.
The Tippler also introduced a wider range of good new beers which encouraged younger customers to frequent the premises. Live music by local artists followed on Fridays and Sundays and on midweek night’s ladies and gents dart teams competed in the Arney and District Dart League. Card games like poker and twenty-five were also played midweek. Saturday evenings were always very popular for card games and good banter. The live music really took off when the Tippler introduced a game show called Take Your Pick. The bar was packed to capacity every Friday night with customers from as far away as Roslea and Ederney and even further afield all hoping to win some money and be entertained with good live music. Karaoke was the new style of entertainment at this time and the Tippler purchased one of these Karaoke music machines. Lots of ordinary customers took part in this new type of entertainment and some of them became good enough to start out on a music career of their own.
With customer numbers increasing weekly the Tippler embarked on a very ambious project to construct a brand-new building to the rear of the old Tipplers Inn. This state-of-the-art lounge consisted of a very beautiful bar, a dance floor, a stage and a kitchen. This venue became very popular for the Take Your Pick, discos, dancing, small weddings, parties, and the odd conference, etc.
Staff in Tipplers Inn.
Over the years many local people were employed in the Tipplers Inn. Experience was not necessary, but the Tippler was always willing to give someone a chance to be a bar person and earn a few bob. The list below names most, if not all, of the people who worked behind the bar over the years. The late Irene Smith and Anna McGurn, RIP, Maggie McAloon, Raymond McBrien, Pat McTeggart, Sheila Leonard, Sharon Leonard, Kathleen Crozier, Gwen Moan, Lynn Crozier, Sarah Lee, Carmel Meehan, Alica Wamsley, Eamon Brogan, Mark Gallagher, Lisa Gallagher, Mark Lewsley, Christopher Owens, Brian Owens, Tony Presley, Sinead Judge, Teresa Judge, Mena Walmsley, Ashleen Leonard, Janice Bracken, Dawn Corrigan, Leanne McCreary.
Closure of the Tipplers Inn.

The Tipplers Inn was purchased by the owners of the local Regal Bar in 2017 and demolished in 2019 in preparation for the construction of a future housing development.

Conclusion.
And so ends an era when a Public House named McKevitts was purchased by a civil servant, renamed THE TIPPLERS INN and then opened its doors to a new and wide ranging customer base. The business flourished for over 20 years and many people will have fond memories of this great watering hole in the rural setting of Arney, County Fermanagh.
